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EXECUTIVE ORDER NW-20 OF BEXAR COUNTY JUDGE NELSON W. WOLFF
ISSUED March 9, 2021
WHEREAS, pursuant to Texas Government Code Section 418.108, Bexar County Judge
Nelson W. Wolff declared a state of local disaster on March 13, 2020 due to imminent threat
arising from COVID-19;
WHEREAS, in accordance with Texas Government Code Section 418.108(b), on March
18,2020 and June 16,2020, the Bexar County Commissioners Court approved Orders Continuing
Declaration of State of Local Disaster for Bexar County and on September 15, 2020, the Bexar
County Commissioners Court again approved a third Order Continuing Declaration of State of
Local Disaster for Bexar County (hereafter, the "Third Order of Continuation of Declaration");
WHEREAS, in accordance with Texas Government Code Section 418.108(b ), the consent
by Commissioners Court authorizes the Bexar County Judge to continue to exercise the powers
granted by the Texas Disaster Act of 1975 for the period specified and take such actions as are
necessary in order to protect the health, safety and welfare of the citizens of Bexar County by the
issuance of executive orders (each, an "Executive Order");
WHEREAS, there currently still exists a declaration of public health disaster in and for the
State of Texas as declared by Texas Governor Greg Abbott and the Texas Department of State
Health Services (DSHS) and the transmission of COVID-19 has not dissipated but remains a
significant threat to the health and safety of the Bexar County Community;
WHEREAS, on March 2, 2021, Texas Governor Greg Abbott issued GA-34 which lifted
the state-wide mask mandate and increased the capacity of all businesses and facilities in the state
to operate at 100 percent so long as they are not in an area with high hospitalization as that term is
defined in the order;
WHEREAS, it is the intent of this Executive Order to remain as consistent with and to
harmonize, to the extent possible, the executive orders of Governor Greg Abbott and the current
declaration of the Mayor of the City of San Antonio (as extended or modified);
WHEREAS, in consultation with local health professionals, the County Judge has
determined that extraordinary emergency measures must be continued in order to try and mitigate
the effects of this public health emergency and to facilitate a response to the public health threat
presented by COVID-19 in Bexar County;

WHEREAS, a County Judge is authorized to control ingress to and egress from a disaster
area and control the movement of persons and occupancy of premises on an appropriate local scale
in accordance with Section 418.1 08(g) of the Texas Government Code and his authority as
Emergency Management Director; and
WHEREAS, by the authority vested in me as Bexar County Judge and as the Emergency
Management Director for the County of Bexar to continue to protect the health and safety of the
community and address developing and rapidly changing circumstances when presented by the
current public health emergency, I hereby rescind my previous Executive Orders and any
Supplemental Executive Orders and issue this revised Executive Order in their place.

PURSUANT TO THE TEXAS DISASTER ACT OF 1975, BEXAR COUNTY JUDGE
NELSON W. WOLFF HEREBY ISSUES THIS EXECUTIVE ORDER AS FOLLOWS:
Effective as of12:01 a.m. on Wednesday, March 10, 2021 ("E_ffective Date"), and continuing until
fourteen (14) days following the termination of the state-wide public health emergency as declared
by Texas Governor Greg Abbott, unless extended, modified or terminated early by Bexar County
Judge Nelson W. Wolff or as otherwise indicated below:
I.

Public Health Emergency. That this Executive Order shall continue the local disaster
declaration and public health emergency for Bexar County for the period specified in this
Executive Order and shall incorporate and adopt the most recent executive orders,
proclamations or declarations issued by Governor Greg Abbott and any subsequent orders,
proclamations or declarations issued by the Governor relating to the COVID-19 disaster.
This Executive Order further identifies measures that are necessary to mitigate spread of
the COVID-19 virus in Bexar County.

II.

Health and Safety Policy - Commercial Entities. All commercial entities in Bexar
County providing goods or services directly to the public must continue to post and
implement a health and safety policy ("Health and Safety Policy"). The Health and Safety
Policy required by this Executive Order should be developed by the commercial entity after
considering the specific needs of its business operation and services provided in light of
current State orders public health guidance. While the commercial entity should implement
the Health and Safety Policy which best fits its business needs in consideration of the
specific health risks presented by its operations, commercial entities may consider the
following elements to include in their Health and Safety Policy:
i)
ii)
iii)
iv)

Requiring employees, customers and other visitors to wear face masks;
Requiring customers to maintain six feet of separation;
Implementing voluntarily developing occupancy limitations; or
Implementing screening procedures such as temperature checks or health screenings.

Nothing in this Executive Order requires a commercial entity to adopt any specific
recommendation. However, all commercial entities must post a Health and Safety Policy
once adopted in a conspicuous location sufficient to provide clear notice to all employees,
customers and visitors of any health and safety requirements implemented by the
commercial entity, including any policy on wearing a face mask.

If an individual is refusing to comply with the entity's Health and Safety Policy, then the
commercial entity may call on legally authorized officials to remove any individual
refusing to comply with its adopted Health and Safety Policy from its premises in
accordance with trespassing laws.
San Antonio businesses are strongly encouraged to take the "Greater, SAfer, Together"
pledge which commits businesses to do the following:

a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.
g.

Use face masks
Practice physical distancing
Conduct temperature checks
Provide Hand sanitizer
Follow CDC protocols
Implement contactless payment when possible
General COVID-19 awareness training for employees.

Businesses that take the "Greater, SAfer, Together" pledge may post their commitment to
facilitate compliance with the County's Health and Safety Policy posting requirement.
ill.

Long-tem1 Cat·e Facilities and Dialysis Facilities. People may visit nursing homes,
statue supported living centers, assisted living facilities, or long-term care facilities as
determined through guidance from the Texas Health and Human Services Commission
(HHSC). Nursing homes, state supported living centers, assisted living facilities, longterm care facilities and dialysis facilities should follow infection control policies and
practices set forth by HHSC, including minimizing the movement of staffbetween facilities
whenever possible. Long-term care facilities and dialysis facilities should follow all
additional CDC guidance to take proactive steps to protect the health of residents and
preserve the health care workforce by identifying and excluding potentially infected staff
members, conducting visitation consistent with the Texas Governor's executive orders, any
applicable declaration of the Mayor of San Antonio and any Executive Order of the Bexar
County Judge, ensuring early recognition of potentially infected patients, and
implementing appropriate infection control measures.

IV.

Residential Evictions. A landlord, owner of residential property, or other person with legal
right to pursue eviction or possessory action shall comply with the orders of the Supreme
Court of Texas regarding in-court proceedings and proceedings related to residential
evictions.

V.

Bexar County Justice Cente•· Complex and Facilities. That the Bexar County Justice
Center Complex shall have limited points of access, subject to modification as deemed
necessary by the County Judge: i) the Paul Elizondo Tower Nueva Street entrance; ii) one
at the Cadena-Reeves Justice Center Dolorosa Street entrance; iii) the Bexar County
Courthouse Bexar Heritage Center entrance; and iv) the County Courthouse South entrance
at the Nueva Street entrance, and that all other county-owned or leased buildings have a
single controlled point of entrance. Further, all citizens and employees shall be
appropriately screened before entering any Bexar County owned or leased building. At the
control points, citizens and employees shall be asked certain risk-related questions and
their temperature taken by least obtrusive means. Any individual with a temperature

exceeding 100 °F or who fails the screening process will be not be allowed to enter the
building. Citizens are encouraged to call the department or office you are attempting to
visit prior to visiting a county-owned or leased facility. All social distancing measures
must be implemented at the above-described control points and while in any Bexar County
facility. All contractors, visitors and members of the public are required to wear a face
covering in Bexar County buildings, unless the contractor, visitor, or member of the public
has a medical condition or disability that prevents wearing a face covering. Bexar County
employees are required to wear face coverings in Bexar County buildings wherever it is
not feasible to maintain six feet of social distancing from another person or when working
in areas that involve close proximity with other coworkers, unless the employee has a
medical condition or disability that prevents wearing a face covering.
VI.

Further Actions as Necessmy Significant escalation in one or more of the Local Progress
and Warning Indicators identified by the COVID-19 Community Response Coalition such
as the number of daily cases, the need for case investigators and contact tracers, the number
of patients hospitalized, in ICU, or on ventilators due to COVID-19 related complications,
the Total Case Double Time, the COVID-19 weekly positivity rate (i.e., the percentage of
lab tests that are positive for COVID-19), and the STRAC Health System Score may
require the strengthening or addition of mitigation measures.
The San Antonio Metro Health District will work with other community stakeholders to
monitor the above criteria which have been identified as key factors to evaluate the
effectiveness of control measures to mitigate spread of the COVID-19 virus.
Additionally, State health indicators, including the transmission of COVID-19, and the
number of COVID-19-related hospitalizations and fatalities will be monitored and taken
into consideration.

VII.

Bexar County Business. That residents of Bexar County conduct important Bexar County
business online or via regular mail to avoid visiting any Bexar County facilities unless
absolutely necessary.

Vill.

Price Gouging. That during the pendency of this Executive Order, no person or business
entity ("Seller") shall engage in price gouging by selling any of the following goods or
services for more than the regular retail price the Seller charged for the goods or services
on March 9, 2021, except where an increased retail price is the result of documented cost
increases from suppliers or other similar cost increases (including the loss of supplier funds
to support products):
1)
2)
3)
4)

Groceries, beverages, toilet articles, ice;
Restaurant, cafeteria, and boarding-house meals; or
Medicine, pharmaceutical, and medical equipment and supplies; or
Gas and other fuels including propane and diesel.

Residents who believe they have encountered price gouging should call the Office of the
Attorney General ' s toll-free complaint line at (800) 621-0508 or v1s1t
https ://www.texasattorneygeneral.gov/consumer-protection/disaster-and-emergencyscams/how-to-spot-and-report-price-gouging

IX.

Seve•·ability. The sections, paragraphs, sentences, clauses and phrases of this Executive
Order are severable and if any phrase, clause, sentence, paragraph or section of this
Executive Order should be declared invalid by the final judgment or decree of any court or
competent jurisdiction, such invalidity shall not affect any of the remaining phrases,
clauses, sentences, paragraphs and sections that can be given effect without the invalid
provision, and to this end, the provisions of this Executive Order are severable.

X.

Interpretation and Additional Te•·ms. To the greatest extent possible, this Executive
Order shall be interpreted as consistent with and supplemental to any executive order issued
by the Texas Governor. All provisions of the executive orders of the Texas Governor either
existing or as, if and when issued, which are made applicable to all jurisdictions by law
shall be automatically incorporated into and constitute terms of this Executive Order,
enforceable as if set forth herein without necessity for the issuance of any further orders.

XI.

Enforcement. In accordance with the limitations contained in the executive orders of
Governor Greg Abbott or this Executive Order, that any peace officer or other person with
lawful authority is hereby authorized to enforce the provisions of this Executive Order in
accordance with the authority granted under the Texas Disaster Act of 1975.

ORDERED this 9th day of March, 2021

Bexar County Judge
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