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Converse seeking grants
for park development

By Jeff B. Flinn
STAFF WRITER

Converse is going 1o
shop its recent parks mas-
ter plan to the Texas Parks
and Wildlife Commission
to see if there are any
grants within the state
agency that can help bring
long overdue development
to the Converse Lale area.

City Manager Lanny
Lambert detailed a “recre-
ational vision study” dur-
ing the Jan. 10 Converse
city council meeting that
incinded a number of
proposed park improve-
ments — a i7-mike hike-
and-hike trail that would
connect all four of the
city's existing and planned
parks; an amphitheater at
City Lake Park; a camp-
ground next to the lake;
and revamped and im-
proved sports facilities,
including soccer fields,
basketball courts and
tennis courts,

The study — prepared
by the Center for Urban
and Regional Planning
Research from the Univer-
sity of Texas at San Anto-
nio's College of Architec-
ture, Construction and
Planning — incorporates
the city’s existing parks,
extols the benefits of creat-
ing Heritage Park along
with the Converse Heri-
tage Museum, and spurs
development at City Lake
Park, behind Converse
City Park.

Lambert said the city

‘Texas Parks
and Wildlife last vear
about potential funding
for a parks grant to cover
updates and renovation.
“Wie were hasically told,
‘et a parks plan, a master
plan, and then we'll talk,” ™
Lambert said. The city
went to its Economic
Development Corp. board
to see if it would fund a

A paris master plan draft shows an amphitheater and
hike-and-bike trails on the shores of Converse Lake,

parks master plan that the
city could use.

The EDXC agreed, and
spon the city was in con-
tact with the nniversity.
Seven months and §7,000
later, the university re-
leased its “draft plan” for
the city just before an
approaching grants deacl-
line in Austin.

walked coumeil through a

ion that pro-
duced the draft plan that
Lambert wants the council
to cigest and familiarize
themselves with, while
Lambert’s office submits
the plan by Texas Parks
amd Wildlifes' grants
deadline.

Maower told the eomncil
that the city's current 277
acres of parkland factors
ot at about 15.2 acres per
1,000 population and allo-
cates about $19.5 of its
budget per 1,000 people
for park upkeep and de-
velopment. That compares
to $31.05 spent on parks in
Live Crak, $37.48 spent in
Schertz and 815.06 spent in
Universal City.

To qualify for the
TPW's Local Park Grant
Program, the city must
develop a master plan that
covers a 10-year period
and inchudes updates at
five-year intervals,

Rick Smith, the ciity's
parks and environmental
commizsion chairman,
urged the council to ap-
prove the plan. He said
the parks commission
added five points to the
UTSA draft, which in-
cluded a study of redoing,
revamping or adding a
new pool, and an assess-
ment of a skate park. The
remaining three topics
included creation of a
commmumnity ganden, com-
bination tennis-basketball
courts at North Park, and
Tightirig at the city’s ball
fialde.

City Councilwoman
Nancy Dromeburg said the
first thing that caught her
eye is the fact that all of
Converse’s parks can be
hooked together with a
hike-and-hike trail that
would stretch more than
17 miles through City
Park, on to Morth Park,
over to the planned Heri-
tage Park area and down
to the city’s undeveloped
East Park, before winding
back to City Park.

But it all depends on
securing the funding from
an}r;ﬁs number of gmﬂ-
g sources.

The draft will be on the
council’s next agenda on
Feb, 2 for discussion and
approval.
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BBVA Comn Pass

Welcome to your
brighter future.

At BEVA Compass, we believe smart mortgage lending helps
build strong communities. That's why we're committed to
helping more people achieve the dream of home ownership.

We have special programs for first time home buyers, low

- to moderate Income home buyers, and home buyers in low

to moderate income census tracts, These programs put
home ownership within reach with lower down payment
reqguirements and reduced fees.

Of course, we offer more than just mortgages. We also provide
financial tools and educational opportunities to help clients
gain - and maintain - control of thelr financial journey.

That's how we're banking on a brighter future.

1-800-COMPASS - bbvacompass.com/go/homes
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